ig8                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
who was then Deputy Commissioner of Police, Bombay,
having learned from the statistics collected from the
Police Department that a large number of beggars were
dying of starvation on the streets, convened a meeting
of the citizens of Bombay with the object of forming an
organization to help such people. A Committee was
formed and the work was commenced. A party of
voluntary workers systematically swept the streets, and the
human sweepings were deposited in the Bombay Benevolent
Society's Home at Byculla, day by day. This was the only
place at that time available for the reception of these
helpless people.
" In about three weeks' time, the Home absorbed
about one hundred helpless beggars, and then the accom-
modation gave out. Some weeks later, through the good
offices of the Bombay Improvement Trust and the Military
Authorities, a Military Camp was handed over to the
Committee for a short period only.
" The Salvation Army undertook the management of
this new settlement, for which funds were provided by a
Mahommedan gentleman. Street collection of beggars
was at once resumed by the members of the Committee
and the Officers of The Salvation Army. By December,
1920, this temporary refuge was housing 130 helpless
beggars.
" The Camp rt Rowli Hill. Knowing that the period
for which the Military authorities had loaned the Camp to
the Committee was very short, the Committee had to
consider measures for more permanent accommodation,
and for this purpose a Committee was formed under the
Chairmanship of Sir N. G. Chandavarker, and the Bombay
Improvement Trust was again approached and a site was
secured at Rowli Hill. By May, 1921, the Camp was in
working order, and there were sixty-eight persons in
residence.
" Since this time, the camp has steadily been fulfilling
the purpose for which it was brought into being, and the
following statistics will convince all of the need of such an
asylum, and also that it is a work that is worthy of their
liberal support.
''Some Statistics.   The total admissions to the Camp